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The UK’s National Strategy for Sustainable
Development: a better quality of life
four nonth consultation exercise was to

In 1994 the UK was one of the first pronote awareness and understandi ng of
count ri e:s to or oduce a nati onal sustai nabl e development, and to gain

. informati on and ideas about what needs
sust ai nabl e devel opment strategy, as

called for at the 1992 “ Earth Summit” to be done.
in Rio. Following the change of
government in 1997, it was announced
that a new strategy woul d be prepared.

50,000 <copies of Opportunities for
change were distributed and it was
avail able from the internet. Mor e
detailed supplementary papers on key

In May 1999, the Government published a i .
areas such as sustainable business,

better quality of life, its new i
. forestry, tourism were also produced
strategy for sustainable devel opnent )
for consultation. A shorter sumary
for t he UK. -
| eafl et for the general public was

[ ww. envi ronnment . det r. gov. uk/ sust ai nabl e/ qu
ality/life]. This builds on the earlier
strategy, in particular by enphasising
the social dinmension of sustainable
devel opnent, al ongsi de econonic issues,
the environment and resource use, and
is based firmy on the principles of
the Rio Declaration on Environnent and
Devel opnent .

printed which included a tear-off
questionnaire to allow people to
contribute easily.

In order to rai se awareness and pronote
i nvol venent , a series of regi onal
consultation events were organised by
DETR. The Deputy Prine Mnister wote
to the governnent’s sust ai nabl e
devel opnment advisory bodies and to the
rel evant statutory bodies to seek their
Vi ews. A nunmber of NGO groups, for
exanple the Sustainable Comunities
Action Network, di scussed Opportunity

Process for developing the nssd for Change at community events around

the country and at a nati onal

The strategy will be reviewed in 2004
to take account of new devel opnents and
changing priorities.

The Depart ment of Envi ronnment , conf er ence.
Transport and the Regions (DETR) under
the |eadership of the Deputy Prine By the end of the consultation period,
M ni ster was gl ven responsi bili ty for over 1100 witten responses wer e
preparing the new strategy. received by DETR including 315 | ocal
authorities, 238 i ndi vi dual s, 126
A consultation document, Opportunities envi ronmental organi sati ons and 88 from
for change, was produced by DETR in the private sector. 2900 conpl et ed
consultation wth other Governnent questionnaires were returned by nmenbers
depart nments whi ch identified central of t he pub| icC. The responses wer e
t henes and set out specific areas where summarised in a document available on
views woul d be wel coned. The aim of the t he i nt er net . There  was br oad

partnent fo
nternation
|
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agreement on the Governnent’s approach
in particular the enphasis on social
di mensi on al ongsi de economi ¢ and
envi ronnental issues was wel coned.

An Inter-Departnental Steering Goup

was est abl i shed to devel op t he
strategy. This was chaired by DETR
with representatives of ot her
CGover nment Departnents. It met every

one or two nonths to review progress on
drafting the strategy. Particul ar
sections of the strategy were drafted
by lead teanms, in consultation wth
rel evant areas of Governnent. For
exanple the DETR and Dept of Trade
I ndustry took the lead in drafting the
chapter on a sustainabl e econony.

The draft document was circul ated
wi dely across governnent, and formally
approved at Cabinet |evel. The Prine
M nister signalled his approval and
provided a foreword to the strategy.
Publ i cati on of t he strat egy was
announced in parlianent.

Aim and objectives of the strategy

The 1999 strategy recogni ses the
Brundtland definition of sustainable
devel opnment and expresses it as
“ensuring a better quality of life for
everyone, now and for generations to
cone.”

Thi s requires neeti ng
objectives at the sane tine,
and the world as a whol e:

e social progress which recognises the

needs of everyone

f our mai n
in the UK

« effective protection of t he
envi r onnent
e prudent use of natural resources; and

 mai ntenance of high and stable |evels
of economic growth and enpl oyment

The strategy is a “ catalyst” for

change. “ It identifies priority areas

for action, and indicators and targets

to neasure progress, against which the
governnent will expect to be judged.
It sets out action that the Government
has al r eady t aken and further
initiatives that are planned, and
hi ghlights what others can do. The
Government will use the strategy as a
franmework to guide its policies. It
wi Il encourage others to do the sane.”

The strategy ~contains ten guiding
principles and approaches that the
governnent will take into account when
fornmulating policy. These reflect key
themes from the R o Declaration, the
previous 1994 strategy and the views of
t he public in response to
consul tation:

e putting people at the centre

e taking a long term perspective

« taking account of costs and benefits

e creating an open and supportive
econom ¢ system

e conbating poverty and soci al
excl usi on

e respecting environmental linits

e precautionary principle

e using scientific know edge

e transparency, i nformation,
participation and access to justice

e« making the polluter pay.

Translating principles into action

To nmke progress towards
devel opnment, it nust be
policies and decisions.
enphasi ses that we need

sust ai nabl e
built into
The Strategy
to find a new

way f or war d. W need greater
prosperity with less environnental
damage. W need to inprove the

efficiency with which we use resources.
W need thriving cities, towns and
villages based on strong econom es,
good access to services and attractive
and safe surroundi ngs”
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Sust ai nabl e  devel opnent in the WK
cannot be considered in isolation from
sust ai nabl e devel opnent el sewhere. CQur
lifestyles have an inmpact on the rest
of the world. W have a noral duty to
hel p the poorest people in the world as

we nmove towards a new gl obal society.
Allowing international inequalities to
grow could jeopardise social stability

and sustai nabl e devel opnent for all of
us.”

The strategy sets a broad franmework for
action by governnent and other sectors
of society, and concentrates on key
objectives to deliver a sustainable
econony; build sustainable comrmunities;
manage the environment and resources;
and achieve international co-operation
and devel oprent .

Measuring progress

To help neasure progress, identify
areas for action and connections
between them the strategy outlines
about 150 indicators of sustainable
devel opnent . The indicators were
devel oped following extensive public
consul tation, which anong ot her things,

led to the inclusion of an indicator on

the level of crine. The final set of
indicators include a sub-set of 15
headline indicators intended to focus
attention on what sust ai nabl e

devel opnent
overvi ew of

means and to give a broad
whet her we are achieving

“a better quality of life”

+ CDP

e investnent (in public, business and
private assets)

« proportion of people of working age

who are in work
e indicators of success in
poverty and social exclusion
e qualifications at age 19
 expected years of healthy life

tackling

e homes judged unfit to live in

* level of crime

« em ssions of greenhouse gases

e days when air pollution is noderate
or high

 road traffic

e rivers of good or fair quality

e« popul ations of wld birds

e new hones bui I t on
devel oped | and

« waste arisings/ managenent

previously

“ The. aim is for all the headline
indicators to nove in the right
direction over tine... Wiere a trend is
unaccept abl e, t he Gover nnent wil |l

adj ust policies accordingly..

Implementing the strategy

Progress t owar ds sust ai nabl e
devel opment as set out in the strategy
will be facilitated by a nunber of
processes:

Beginning in 2000 the Governnent will
produce an annual report on progress
agai nst each of t he headl i ne
i ndi cators, and CGovernnent action taken

and proposed in priority areas

A new Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

Conmi ssion will review the state of
sustai nabl e developnent in the UK as
revealed by the indicators; whether

action being taken by each sector is,
in its view, sufficient; and if not,
what nore needs to be done.” Thi s
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment Conmi ssion wil |

i ncl ude key st akehol ders from
governnent the private and voluntary
sect or

The governnment wll consider naking
sustai nable developnent a statutory
requirenent for all new gover nment
bodies, and wll consider this for
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exi sting gover nnent bodi es wher e budget was increased to £7 mllion,
rel evant |argely for TV canpaigns. This will be
reinforced by regional pronot i onal
A Cabinet Conmittee on the Environment, events with a focus on school children.
chaired by the Deputy Prime Mnister
whi ch co-ordi nates policy on

sust ai nabl e devel opnent
1997

was set up in

New wunits have been forned in the
Cabi net office of the Prinme Mnister on
poverty/social exclusion and wonen's
i ssues

The Comrittee of 'Green Mnisters' has
been revitalised and its renmt has been
br oadened from operational issues, such
as energy efficiency in governnent, to

promoti ng sustainabl e devel opnment. The
M nisters have agreed that by March
2000 each Department should have a

strategy in place to rai se awareness of
sustai nabl e devel oprent within the

Departnment; including initiatives such
as staff traini ng and green
housekeepi ng canpai gns.

Par | i ament established in 1997 an
Envi r onment al Audi t Committee to
consi der how policies and programes of

CGover nmrent Department s and non-
departnmental public bodies contribute
to envi ronnent al protection and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent

Following publication of the nssd,
publicity leaflets were produced for
busi ness, | ocal authorities, t he
voluntary and comunity sector and the

health sector on what the nssd neans
for them These are available free
from DETR and from the internet

Public conmmi t ment to sust ai nabl e
devel opnent is being promoted by the
are you doing vyour bit advertising
canmpai gn, which wll focus on small
actions that people can do to protect
the environment. In 1999/2000, the

Promoting sustainable development at the
subnational level

Fol | owi ng devol uti on,
adm nistration in Scotland,

t he new devol ved
Wal es and

Nor t her n I rel and Wil have t he
opportunity to deliver policies for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, which reflect
their institutions, their |andscape
their culture and their way of life.
Thus while sone of the policies
described in the nssd apply to the WK
as a whole, others are exclusive to
Engl and. Ref erences are al so included
to parallel pol i cies and rel at ed
exanpl es in Scot | and, Wal es and
I rel and.

sub- nat i onal
new Regi onal

One of t he key
institutions are the
Devel opnent Agencies set up in 1998 to
pronote regi onal devel opnent. The Act
which set them up states that they have
a statutory purpose to contribute to
sustai nabl e developnent in the United
Ki ngdom The other key sub-national
institution are local authorities which
have set up nssds of their own, known
as |local Agenda 21s. The gover nnent
has set a target of 2000 for all |ocal
authorities to have a local Agenda 21
in place.

Lessons learned from the UK experience

The UK Strategy provides one exanpl e of
a national strategy for sustainable
devel opnent. VWiile we believe it has
many strengths, it wll be kept under
revi ew. Particular points to note are
gi ven bel ow.
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A strategy for sustainable devel opnent action being taken by each actor,
is quite di fferent from an including the Governnent, is in its
environnental strategy, since it is view sufficient; and if not, what nore
br oader and needs to cover t he needs to be done
integration of economic, social and

envi ronnent al objectives

The wi dest participation in t he
preparation of an nssd is inportant to
ensure ownership by all gover nnent
Departments and other stakeholders in

civil society and the private sector.
Consultation has to be active rather
than passive, by structuring it in ways

that will engage different sectors and

| evel s of know edge

The publication of the final docunent
is just the start of a long process.
Al'l levels of governnent and sectors of
society have a part to play in
i mpl enenting the strategy and taking
action to achi eve sust ai nabl e
devel opnent

Indicators - a broad set and a few
headl i ne i ndi cators (whi ch cover
everyday concerns and thus help focus
attention on what sust ai nabl e

devel opnent neans) - are inmportant for
nmoni toring the achi evenent of economic,
soci al and environnental objectives and
progress t owar ds sust ai nabl e
devel opnent

Annual progress reports are a way to
encour age i mpl ement ati on and

denonstrate progress

The strategy preparation and follow up

can be managed by a sectoral Mnistry
(such as Environnent) or by a nore
central body, such as the Finance
Mnistry or Cabinet office. An
i ndependent body, such as a Sustainable
Devel opnent Conmi ssion, can be used to
noni t or progress and prombte the
i nvol verment of al | sectors in
reporting. It can assess whether

A high profile dissem nation strategy
is necessary to pronote the strategy to

various stakeholders once it has been
agr eed. Thi s may  conbi ne mass
advertising such as TV canpaigns, with
targeted canpaigns for key groups such
as the health sector. As  many
st akehol ders as possible should be

i nvol ved in the dissenination strategy.

For more information about the work of DFID’s
Sustainable Development Unit (formerly the
Nssd Unit), contact Paula Chalinder, Alicia
Herbert or Paul Steele at:

The Sustainable Development Unit

DFID

94 Victoria Street

London

SWI1E 5JL

Tel: +44 207 917 7000 Fax: +44 207 917 0679
E-mail:

p-chalinder@difd.gov.uk
a-herbert@dfid.gov.uk

p-steele@dfid.gov.uk

This Keysheet was prepared in consultation with
the Sustainable Development Unit at DETR. You
can contact the Unit at:

The Sustainable Development Unit

DETR

Ashdown House

123 Victoria Street

London

SW1E 6DE

General enquiries: +44 207 890 6472




